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December 19, 1958 
DEAR FELLOW CHRISTIANS: 
As we near the holiday season I am sure that many of you, who are 
new members of this congregation, have wondered and questioned what 
type of activities we might have in celebration of the holidays. 
Due to the fact that we would not have sufficient time to fully 
explain our position on this, I am writing this letter . I would like 
to strongl y encourage every person in your family , who is a Christian, 
to read the article that I have enclosed. It is vitally important 
fo r the understanding of the holiday and how Christians should treat 
it. 
If any misunderstanding does arise, therefore, it will come as 
a result of a faulty reading, or a lack of reading, the article that 
I have enclosed. This article has been written especially for this 
particular subject at this particular time. 
Fraternally yours, 
. 
John Allen Chalk 
CHRISTMAS - ITS MEANING TO CHRISTIANS 
No one can deny the importance of the celebration of Christmas to the 
modern person. For the last fifteen centuries this holiday has been acoepted 
almost universally as a religious observance. Since this is a popular and widely 
observed religious holiday, it is certainly proper that the Christian analyze his 
position toward it. 
Will the Christian observe Christmas as a religious holiday celebrating 
the day of the birth of Christ? Will the Christian refuse to have anything to do with 
the holiday in any respect? Is there a medium between these two extremes wherein one 
may refuse to observe the religious aspects celebrating the birth of Christ, and yet 
may enjoy the usual customs as one does at other holiday seasons? 
The answers to these questions present the purpose for this study. 
Every person who has ever studied the Bible to any extent, with an honest 
mind, has come to the conclusion that the Bible is our only infallible guide in religion. 
Especially do New Testament Christians firmly believe that G~d has revealed but one 
plan for man and that plan is revealed only in the Bible. This sentiment is amply 
demonstrated by the Bible. Paul, in II Timothy 3:16 and 17 shov1s ' this very attitude. 
"Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: that the man of God may be com-
plete, furnished completely unto every good work. 
This attitude is also demonstrated by the words of John in Rev. 22:18, 19. 
"I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this took, If any 
man shall add unto them, God shall add unto him the plagues which are written in this 
book! and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are 
written in this book." In this passage we are warned against adding to, or taking from 
God's word, A stern warning in Gal. 1:6-9 also helps us to understand the necessity of 
following only the Bible. 11 I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called 
you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another gospel; only 
there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, 
or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we 
preached unto you, let him be anathema. As we have said before, so say I now again, 
If any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that which ye received, let him be 
anathema. 11 These three passages alone should be enough to convince the hone st and 
sincere Christian that we do have one infallible guide for religion and that is God's 
word, the Bible. 
From this consideration, we turn to discuss the subject at hand. When did 
Christmas as a religious holiday celebrating the birth of Christ actually begin? "The 
exact day and year of Christ's birth has never been satisfactorily settled, but when 
the fathers of the church in A. n~ 440 decided upon a date to celebrate the event, they 
wisely chose the day of Winter Solstice, which was firmly fixed in the minds of the 
people, and which was their most important festi vaL (Ency. Britannica Vol. 5, pgs. 
642 - 644). Here is the sentiment of a historian rather than a preacher, therefore, 
its worth is even more incontestable. 
In this same connection we might observe a comment from a book writte~ 
by Ferguson & Bruun, which is an accepted history text in catholic .schools the nation 
over, "Christian celebrations were created to replace pagan feasts and holidays. 
For example, the date of Christmas was set on the birthday of Mithras (The Unconquored 
Sun), which had long been a day of joyous celebration in the pagan world". 
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Both of these quotations help us to obtain a greater concept of the 
origin of Christmas as a religious holiday. It is a carry-over from pagan feasts 
celebrating the beginning of the lengthening of days. It was originated by the 
Roman Catholic church in an attempt to keep pagans who had been converted within 
the fold of Catholicism. That this idea is true, a further quotation from Fer-
guson and Bruun is in order. "The assimilation by Christianity of so much of 
popular belief and practices was in no sma.11 degree responsible for its almost 
universal acceptance during this period, but it involved the sacrifice of its early 
purity and simplicity. This authority show~beyond any~asonable doubt tha~ 
Christmas was originated almost 350 years too late to be a holiday celebrated by 
New Testament Christians. Especially note t4e underlined portion where the author 
specifically states that the early simplicity and purity of the church was taken 
away. 
Another authority is now quoted to further emphasize the development 
of Chr;i..stmas as a religious holiday. 11Saturnalis, A Roman feast celebrated in mid 
December, provided the model for many of the merry~making customs of Christmas. 
From this celebration, for example, were derived the elaborate feasting, the giving 
of gifts, and the burning of candlesn. (Ency. Americanna, Vol. 6, pg. 622) 
It is significant that the early church had nothing whatsoever to do 
with observance of extra special religious holidays. When we are able to see the 
attitude of the early church toward this type of religious observances, our 
attitude toward Christmas becomes even clearer. We are told in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica in the same section cited above, that Christmas 11 ••• was not among 
.... a earliest festivals of the church ••• 11 We are further told from this same 
source that as late as 245 Origen repudiated the idea of keeping the birthday of 
Christ, "as if he were a Pharaoh" In the Encyclopedia Americanna, in the section 
cited above, we observe, "the celebration (Christmas) was not observed in the first 
centuries of the Christian Church eince the Christian usage in general was to 
celebrate the death of remarkable persons rather than their birth". 
In this connection thus far, we have noticed only outside sources 
relative to the attitude of the early church toward Christmas. In conclusion of this 
topic we notice the words of Paul in Gal. 4:10,11. "Ye observe days, and months, 
and seasons, and years. I am afraid of you, lest by any means I have bestowed labor 
upon you in vain". 
It is quote striking, when all of the above quotations are studied, 
that certainly the fartherest thing from the minds of the members of the early New 
Testament church was the religious observance of Christmas as the birth of Christ. 
The attitude of the reader must now be, What should I believe about 
Christmas? We .have seen the traditional view topple in the face of authoritative 
references. We realize that the Bible is our only guide and that the Bible, nor 
the early church mentions the observance of Christmas. This must lead us then to 
ascertain the Christian's attitude toward this holiday. We have already noticed that 
the Bible is the complete revelation of God to man, but it has also been pointed out 
that Christmas is not mentioned in the Bible and that further more we are not commanded 
in any sense to r eligiously observe the birth of Christ. Therefore, we must conclude 
that those who follow the Bible cannot observe Christmas r eligiously. 
Why must the Christian refuse to observe this ~oliday as a religious one? 
Certainly the above considerations are true and should present enough reason for the 
.-· 
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candid reader, but in order to further show the reasonableness of refusing to . 
religiously observe Christman, we present the following thoughts for your consider-
ation .. 
It has been admitted by some of the above mentioned unbiased authorities 
that Christmas was a man-made holiday~ That it is a doctrine of men, but the Bible 
tells us in Matt. 15:9 that our worship to God is vain when we observe the "doctrines 
of men". We have further noticed that Paul in Gal. 4:10,11 specifically condemned the 
Galatian Christians because they were observing special religious holidays, and as 
is always present when we do observe Christman religiously, realizing the Bible has 
not commanded it, we at that time add something to God 1 s plan and God's pattern. 
Our last consideration along this line is possibly the most forceful 
that can be given~ The unique thing about the teaching of Christ is the fact that 
.rather than command us to reme.mbel' his birth, he commanded us to remember his death. 
(Read Lk. 22:19-20; Matt. 26:26-,29; I Cor. 11:23-26) 
Moving from the consideration 
mas, the most natural way to conclude this 
day should Christians observe religiously? 
ing thoughts: 
of the Christian's attitude toward Christ-
study would be to ask the question, What 
In this connection we offer the follow-
The Apostles held sacred every first day of the week as a day of worship 
(I Cor. 16:2; Acts 20:7). In reading the New Testament we become aware of the fact 
that Christ arose from the dead on the first day of the week (Mk. 16:9). Even more 
forceful is the fact that immediately following Christ's death his disciples began 
meeting every first day of the week (Jno. 20:19, 26). In a work written around 
100 AoD. by one who was a member of the Lord's church, we find the following in-
_2.ction: "Now, on the Lord's day when ye are assembled together, break bread and 
give thanks after confessing your transgressions, in order that your sacrifice may 
be pure". 
All of these quotations, both from the New Testament and from outside 
early sources, show us beyond any reasonable doubt that the New Testament church had 
a religious holiday that was observed every week - that is, the Lord's day, the 
first day of the week. 
In conclusion, we might point out that certainly one can observe the usual 
customs of giving gifts and enjoying the festive spirit without engaging in a religious 
observance of this day. We can also make sure that we do not continue to cherish 
the mistaken idea that December 25th is the birthday of Christ. The Bible nowhere 
at any time commands the remembrance religiously of Christ's birth, but on the other 
hand we are specifically commanded by the words of 0 1.1r Lord Himself to remember his 
,,--::'.1th. This we do in coming togetl:er on tl:le first day of the week. 
It is my prayer that the things which have been said in this article 
will be accepted in the same spirit that they have been offered with the ulti!Mte 
hope and confidence that those who read will become better informed as to what their 
real service to God entailsa 
JOHN ALLEN CHALK 
